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The Chatham-Kent Drug Awareness Council (CKDAC)
was formed in April of 1988 when passionate
community members saw the potential in building a
Drug Awareness Council. The council has been actively
working in our community since that time and is
focused on bringing people together to raise
awareness and reduce the harms associated with
substance misuse and abuse. 

The Chatham-Kent Drug Awareness Council works
together with community partners, concerned citizens,
and those who live with or are affected by drug
addiction,.

Meetings are held the last Friday of every month:
Next meeting is June 26 at 9:45 am. (virtual and in
person options for attendance).

New Members welcome - please reach out to
info@ckdac.net for more information.

CKDAC - Summary of HT presentation
CKDAC - June’s Presentation 
Public Health - Link for Opioid 

            Surviellance Report 
I.O.A.D. Planning Committee - Planning

             is starting, connect to volunteer
MobileCare June Bus Schedule
R.O.C.K.- Compassionate Approaches

             to Substance Use Workshop
YWHO - Rooted & Restored Program
the CO. - Teen Drop-In
Chatham-Kent Food Resources
FreeHelpCK - Pet Pantry

P.A.W. - Eat at Boston Pizza and Help
             Animals in Need

CK Hospice - Pretty in Pink Golf 
            Tournament 

Westover - Recover Out Loud 
Westover - Family and Friends Picnic  
FreeHelpCK - Last Chance for Prom/Grad
FreeHelpCK - Car and Vendor Show
Brentwood - Serenity Summerfest 
Erieau  - Beachside Discovery Day 



www.ckdac.net 

Thank you for reading our monthly newsletters.  Each month, we look
forward to bringing you important community alerts, updates and 

upcoming events.

If you would like to contribute to our newsletter and help keep our
community informed, please send information to 

jacquies@sophrosyne.ca.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this newsletter!



Highlights of Presentation on Human
Trafficking

Human Trafficking is the fastest growing industry due to “product” gets used over and over again,
unlike such things as drugs that once used are gone.

Key recruiting locations are often bus stations, youth shelters, group homes, parties/bars/nightclubs,
malls, outside schools - but can happen anywhere.  Virtual recruitment occurs through social media,
video games, dating apps, job listing sites.  Key focus is places where you can meet  young, vulnerable
people or people in transition.

Canadian statistics:  ⅔ reported cases are in Ontario and 90% are Canadian citizens (perpetrator and
victims both Canadian citizens).

Process:  1.  Luring 2. Grooming 3. Manipulation/Coercion 4. Exploitation 5. Recruitment of Others.  

Main Tactics of Grooming:  Befriends, Romeo/Boyfriend, Violence/Intimidation, False Promises.

Warning Signs: uncharacteristic shift’s in child’s behaviour, physical health, and personal possessions.  
Behavioural changes:  secrecy and isolation (disconnecting from family, deleting social media
accounts, becoming secretive about online activities and friends), new relationships (usually older
boyfriend or girlfirend-individual who control their movements), truancy  or dropping out of
extracirricular activities, substance use (traffickers frequently use as a mechanism of control),
changed demeanor (fearful, submissive, anxious, extreme mood swings)
Possessions and Finances:  unexplained wealth (large amounts of cash, multiple prepaid cards or
expensive phones or clothing), extra devicess (extra phone), hotel or travel paraphernalia, missing
identification
Physical Indicators:  signs of abuse (unexplained bruises, burns or physical injuries), poor health
or hygiene (looking malnourished, showing signs of exhaustion, having untreated health issues),
tattoos/branding

Article “Groomed in the DMs:  How Traffickers Use Social Media to Lure Kids” - 
https://www.safehouseproject.org/blog/groomed-in-the-dms-how-traffickers-use-social-media-to-
lure-kids/



CKDAC:  Presentation for June
General Meeting

Brittany Gawley-Atkinson will be presenting on the Mobile
Addictions Response Team.   The team consists of a plain clothes
police officer (CKPS)  and an addiction therapist from R.A.A.M.
(CKHA) who work together with the goal of responding to calls
for services involving mental health and addiction, ensuring
individuals receive timely care and support.    The goal of the
program is to reduce resources that may be called for incidents
such as overdose and well-being checks, as well, this team is
able to provide the time and expertise to provide support and
care to this vulnerable population.  

 For the Monthly Opioid Surveillance Report, please find on the CK
Public Health Webiste at: .

https://app.powerbi.com/view?
r=eyJrIjoiNTQ5YzQ5NDctN2RmNi00MDg0LTkzY2YtMGE0NGQ2ZGI
1MDE1IiwidCI6IjkwNDYwOTBmLTI4YjEtNDUxOS1hMzVhLWRjMjc

5ZTYxMmY0YiJ9

Planning for International Overdose Awareness Day

Planning is starting for International Overdose Awarenss Day
(I.O.A.D.) 2026 in Chatham - Kent.   I.O.A.D. events are held yearly
in August to remember without stigma those we have lost and
acknowledge the grief of family and friends left behind.  This
year’s planning committee is looking to meet a few times on-line
to plan local events and awareness messaging.  If you would like
to join the committee, please contact: Quinn at
quinnt@chatham-kent.ca.

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNTQ5YzQ5NDctN2RmNi00MDg0LTkzY2YtMGE0NGQ2ZGI1MDE1IiwidCI6IjkwNDYwOTBmLTI4YjEtNDUxOS1hMzVhLWRjMjc5ZTYxMmY0YiJ9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNTQ5YzQ5NDctN2RmNi00MDg0LTkzY2YtMGE0NGQ2ZGI1MDE1IiwidCI6IjkwNDYwOTBmLTI4YjEtNDUxOS1hMzVhLWRjMjc5ZTYxMmY0YiJ9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNTQ5YzQ5NDctN2RmNi00MDg0LTkzY2YtMGE0NGQ2ZGI1MDE1IiwidCI6IjkwNDYwOTBmLTI4YjEtNDUxOS1hMzVhLWRjMjc5ZTYxMmY0YiJ9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNTQ5YzQ5NDctN2RmNi00MDg0LTkzY2YtMGE0NGQ2ZGI1MDE1IiwidCI6IjkwNDYwOTBmLTI4YjEtNDUxOS1hMzVhLWRjMjc5ZTYxMmY0YiJ9
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